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Company News
The Importance of the Trucking Industry During Crisis
Throughout the recent COVID19 epidemic, we have heard over and over again the importance of the
trucking industry during this time. Truckers (you!) are working hard to keep goods flowing and the American
economy as strong as possible during a dire situation. In an act of support for the trucking industry, the DOT
has loosened HOS restrictions for any loads related to the COVID19 crisis  including delivering medical
supplies, food, PPE, and other critical supplies. The DOT is continuing to work with States to ensure as many
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rest stops stay open as possible while maintaining sanitization safety standards; at the same time the
American Trucking Association (ATA) has also been working tirelessly to acquire sanitizing products and PPE
for drivers on the road.

Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao, a key figure congress and advisor to the Whitehouse’s Coronavirus
Task Force, said recently, “I really want to give our sincere thanks to the trucking industry, with a special
shoutout to America’s truck drivers for their heroic actions during this time. I know that it has not been easy,
but the whole country is just cheering on America’s truckers." She also stated, “I want the families and the
loved ones for truck drivers to know that we’re thinking about them as well. We appreciate so much their
support for their loved ones — the truck drivers — so that they can perform an essential service for our
country during this critical time.”
Everyone in this company is taking part in keeping our
country strong and healthy.

Thank YOU!

Manager's Corner
Norm Stacey  Customer Service and Operations Manager  Mount Vernon
Hello All,
First, I would like to thank all employees for the great job working with our customers during this virus
outbreak. Hopefully we are on the downhill slide and some things will get back to what we knew as
normal. I have to admit, in Bellingham and on I5, it has been nice with the less traffic that comes from
the north side of the border ☺. Since we could not get together for our safety / operations meeting
this last time, here are some updates on what we see happening:
Norm Stacey @ 2019 Christmas Party

1) We have started doing a few Lamb Weston loads going to Delta BC. Lamb Weston is trying
out the Vancouver area ports to see how they do. If it goes well. We could hopefully get a
steady lane of reefer loads going to Delta.

2) We have been doing some reefer loads from the Quincy area to Salem OR. The past few weeks this has been 15 to 20
loads. We believe we will see these numbers stay the same going forward.

3) Bevo (Canada flower loads) This year things have started out very slow. We hope that we will see loads beginning to ship
starting 4/22/20. I have let them know that we would like to cover as many as they can give us this year. This will mean
deliveries Tuesday through Saturday.

4) Cargill bag feed has been strong the past few months. They have not given us any indication that it will slow down
anytime soon. Bulk feed has been up and down. We could see it slow down a little on the west side. There is rumor that a
few more dairies are going out. Then milk prices are dropping back to around $12.00 a hundred weight. This will slow some
from buying as much feed and such. I have been working hard to find some good steady reloads.

With all that is going on in our world today with the virus and such. There is just not a lot out there right now. I assure all of you that I will
keep working hard at this to help keep you all busy. Please keep doing the great job that you have been and BE SAFE out there on
the road.

Thank you,
Norm

Safety with Beth

Safety Focus:
Stay Alert and Stay Safe
When you carry out the same job duties it is easy to become relaxed with your daily routine, which can cause you to be less
attentive. Please remember to stay aware of your surroundings, and use proper techniques when performing your job.
 Be cautious no matter how familiar you are with your job duties and surroundings, as
environments can change at any moment.
 Follow procedure for staying safe at work. It may take extra time, but you are less prone
to sustaining an illness, injury or being involved in an accident. Taking shortcuts not only
puts you at risk, but others too.
 Observe your surroundings so you know what you are about to encounter. Anticipate
what may happen (expect the unexpected) so you can react accordingly.
 Address hazardous actions and situations (speeding) when you see them rather than
ignoring them. If you continue to overlook hazards or any inappropriate behavior, you are
condoning it.
 Practice safe driving by being on the watch for situations that could put you at risk, and be
sure to obey all traffic laws. For example, slow down when approaching an intersection and
look both ways. Just because you have the right of way does not mean others will yield.
Beth Lee 2019

Please keep in mind that these are just a few tips to help keep you safe. There are many other measures you can take to help
promote a culture of safety. Taking the extra time to observe your surroundings while following proper procedure will reduce the risk of
incidents significantly.
Always remember to take a proactive rather than a reactive approach – it is easier to prevent an incident from happening versus
responding to one. Stay smart and safe everyone!

Safest Drivers of April
Thank you to all of you who continually work towards safer driving.
We would not be where we are without you.
If you see the following drivers be sure to give them a high5 for being
the safest drivers in the company for March.
CONGRATS KING COUNTY TEAM!

These drivers have driven the highest
number of miles with 0 speeding
incidents:
1. WILLIAM PATTY – King County
2. TROY RYALS – King County
3. DENNIS BRADLEY– King County
4. DERICK LARSEN – King County
5. MICHAEL WILLIAMS – King County

Employee Profile
Jose Gonzalez  Driver  Pasco  7 years at Skagit Transportation
• Where are you from? Kennewick, WA
• How long have you been in the trucking industry? 7 Years  all with Skagit
Transportation
• Before working at Skagit Transportation what was the most unusual or
interesting job you’ve ever had? Takin care' of baby cows at a dairy
• What are 3 words to describe Skagit Transportation? Honorable, Friendly,
Respectful
• What do you like to do when you aren’t working? Gardening and working
on cars
• Tell us a little bit about your family: I have two sons and two daughters; three of which are going into the
medical field and one who is also a part of Skagit Transportation. And a beautiful wife who I've been
married to for 27 years. We enjoy having barbeques and spending time together.
New Team Member:
 May Anniversaries 

Douglas Paniagua  Driver  QUINCY

Dan Boffey

Mount Vernon

17 years

Joe Kester

Mount Vernon

17 years

Derick Larsen

King county

10 years

Michael Byford

Mount Vernon

7 years

Larry Lollar

Pasco

5 years

Mauro Martinez

Pasco

5 years

Alberto OrtegaGonzalez

Quincy

3 years

Jim Gleason

Mount Vernon

2 years

Mike Stewart

Quincy

2 years

Matt Bonneville

Quincy

2 years

Welcome to the team! We are excited to have you
and look forward to a great future.

Driver News
KeepTruckin' ELD Trial Run
Skagit Transportation Inc. is constantly looking to run the most efficient and effective business possible; this includes helping our drivers
maintain FMCSA compliance with as little barriers as possible. Part of our solution is looking at new technology which simplifies the
process on the road.

As most, if not all, of you may have experienced, we are in the middle of a trial with a system that could potentially replace
PeopleNet and Smartdrive called KeepTruckin. During this trial period, we need all of you to fully maximize the components of this
new system to help achieve adequate due diligence to determine if this is best for all us going forward. So far, the feedback has
been overwhelmingly positive!

The use of bluetooth technology by KeepTruckin eliminates most, if not all, of the missing data issues. This will vastly decrease the
amount of ELD malfunctions drivers face on the road and eliminates the many data diagnostic events that clog the ELD logs. The
KeepTruckin app interface also provides a simple way of inputting more data  drivers can easily edit their logs, certify, create DVIR’s,
and view their logs without having to wait on downloads from a complicated system. Finally, KeepTruckin brings multiple programs
under one umbrella that is seamlessly integrated  allowing for growth in our Safety Department. As we know, the trucking industry is
built on safe drivers and we want to empower our team on the road to the best of our abilities.

The decision to change Fleet Management Programs is not taken lightly and would require about a month to fully transition. We have
not decided on KeepTruckin but wanted to keep the team informed on possible changes ahead. Even if we decided not to switch,
this test will have shown us key factors in our technology choices and proven over again how incredible our team truly is. Thank you.
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Complete the puzzle and submit by
May 15th to be entered to win a
$50.00 gift card!
Submit photos of completed puzzle
to jboffey@skagittrans.com
Last month's winner: Clint Smedley

