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Company News
And the Winner of the Newsletter Name Contest is...
Thank you to all who sent in suggestions for the name of Skagit Transportation's Monthly Newsletter. The
Inside This Issue

creativity of our company is awesome!
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Lunch Break Update
Skagit Transportation expects all employees to take all required rest and
meal breaks.

In remaining consistent with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, Skagit

Transporation's policy is to have all drivers take your minute off duty break no later than the 7th hour
after coming on duty. This should give you ample opportunity to fit the 30 minute break into your
schedule and will allow you to remain DOT compliant.
30 minute breaks will no longer be automatically deducted by ADP payroll. You will now need to
punch out for your 30 minute break and punch back in once your 30 minute break has concluded.
Your time cards will be matched up daily to your ELD Log to insure accuracy.

Driver News

Thank you for your hard work and enjoy your rest breaks!

SpeedGauge How We Compare
If you didn't know, here at Skagit Transportation we utilize SpeedGauge as a tool to promote safer driving among our fleet.
SpeedGauge is a driver safety and performance company, providing software solutions that help fleets manage and control vehicle
speed  the number one factor affecting safety and fuel economy. SpeedGauge reports on hundreds of thousands of vehicles daily.
Incredible Job Team!
In comparison to other companies who currently use SpeedGauge, our speeding frequency is well below average. "All Vehicles"
represents the entire Skagit Transportation fleet  and we are below 1% frequency in speeding over 5mph. The average
SpeedGauge fleet speeds around 6% of the time. THANK YOU! Our company success is largely YOUR safe driving.

Manager's Corner
Bob Dorsey  Maintenance Manager  Mount Vernon
I would like to start out by thanking everyone that is involved with PeopleNet:
from our office Admins, to Drivers, and to Mechanics who have patiently (or
not) been banging your heads on desks, dashboards, and whatever is closest.
We are still dealing with updates that are coming in to correct some of the
bugs which are making things very frustrating for all. Some of these updates
will require us to manually update with an SD card loaded with the latest
firmware/software. We will have met with our Regional Account Manager,
Michael Demers, by the time you read this and hopefully will have more
answers for all as to when thigs will get back to normal. I have spoken to him
several times in the last few months and he has shared his frustrations with me
also. A lot of this is caused from hardware upgrades and software upgrades
needed in order to “run” the ELD Platform. PeopleNet/Trimble Managers had
Bob Dorsey with Rep. Rick Larsen

a meeting this month to discuss issues/frustrations with the IT Department and
to find solutions quickly.
Again thank you for your patience and we will do our best to keep all informed.

Safety Focus: Snowplow Safety
The Six Clearances
The majority of vehicle accidents are caused by

Safety with Beth
In the event you are involved in a motor
vehicle collision follow the
7 step accident procedure

:

inattention to the space around your vehicle.

1. Stop immediately

Backing, turning, overhead and fixed object crashes

2. Set out emergency warning devices

are the result of a failure to keep eyes moving and

3. Check for injuries

monitoring mirrors to recognize the obstacles around

4. Notify law enforcement

the truck. The six clearances you must be aware of

5. Document the accident

are front, back, right side, left side, overhead and

6. Notify the company

below the truck.

7. Complete a preliminary accident report.

Beth Blau 2019

1. Front ––––––––

Maintain a safe following distance. In tight areas be aware of fixed objects below your sight line such as fences,
protective rails or guards and fire hydrants.

2. Back ––––––––

Backing accidents are the most common of all crashes. Check the area you are backing into prior to movement.
Check both mirrors continuously for vehicles or persons approaching or moving into the backing area.
GOAL (Get Out And Look) Also, be aware of vehicles tailgating as you drive, allow them to pass safely.

3. Right Side

–– Constantly monitor your mirrors (vertical and convex) every 5 to 8 seconds for cars hiding in blind spots
alongside your vehicle. Be certain you have space before you attempt to change lanes or merge.
Turning maneuvers are also a major cause for righthand squeeze or left turn offtracking crashes.

Side –––– See above – same practices!

4. Left
5. Overhead –– Always look up! Be aware of low wires, trees, or low overhangs, especially on private property. Know your
clearances, snow can decrease that clearance.

6. Below –––––––

Keep your eyes open for traffic hazards such as curbs and road debris that cause damage to tires and wheels.

Remember that many motorists are not aware of the blind spots that surround your truck. They do not understand the hazard.
BE AWARE OF YOUR 6 CLEARANCES AT ALL TIMES!!!!
Thank you for your continued commitement to safety!

Safest Drivers of February
Thank you to all of you who continually work towards safer driving.
We would not be where we are without you.
If you see the following drivers be sure to give them a high5 for being
the safest drivers in the company for February.

These drivers have driven the highest
number of miles with 0 speeding
incidents:
1. DENNIS BRADLEY – King County
2. WILLIAM BETTELYOUN – King County
3. TROY RYALS– King County
4. MICHAEL DAHL – Mount Vernon
5. MANUEL HURTADO – Mount Vernon

Employee Profile
Richard Selke  Driver  Mount Vernon 
20+ years at Skagit Transportation
•Where are you from? Bellingham  local guy been here all my life.
•How long have you been in the trucking industry? Since 1997  got my CDL and
started working for Skagit Transportation right away. In 1998 I did my first cranberry
loads up in Ferndale. I've done linehaul, did the Granger Mill feed hauls, and now
I do a little of everything. When I first started here the training was simple: a
mechanic would tell me what to do and give me a map and send me on my
way. Things have changed  that's good. Also spent a lot of time cleaning tanks.
•What are three words to describe Skagit Transportation? Good place to work. I
guess that's 4.

Richard Selke 2020

•What do you do when you aren't working? Take my boat out and view the ferries. I'm what they call a Ferry Fan  I
know everything there is about the Alaska ferries.

 March Anniversaries 

New Team Members:

Kristi Lindholm

Mount Vernon

16 years

Manuel Hurtado

Mount Vernon

10 years

Gary Knoll

King County

10 years

Joe Hernandez

Granger

9 years

Rick Hatcher

Quincy

7 years

Dennis Bradley

King County

4 years

Joe Hanratty

King County

4 years

Joshua Johnson

Mount Vernon

3 years

Welcome to the team! We are excited to have you

Stephanie Benoise

Mount Vernon

3 years

and look forward to a great future.

John Tuetken

Quincy

3 years

Mason Carlson

King County

2 years

Craig Lollar

Pasco

1 year

Salvador Montano

Quincy

1 year

Kirk Schlehuber

Quincy

1 year

Brian Rodriguez

Quincy

1 year

r
January

Anniversaries:

Jose Alvarez  Quincy  6 years

Rogelio Gonzalez  Driver  PASCO
Karla Velarde  Driver  QUINCY
David Anderson  Mechanic  KING COUNTY
Justin Rogers  Mechanic  KING COUNTY
Margarito Ramirez  Driver  QUINCY
Dimas Enriquez  Driver  PASCO

February Anniversary:
Mark Ashby  Granger  6 years

Customer Profile

Russ Baker  Pasco  5 years
Fernando Garcia  Pasco  5 years

King County

Mauro Martinez  Pasco  5 years
David Hilderbrand  King Couny  3 years

The King County Biosolids Program manages Loop (a Class B Biosolid/Fertilizer) from the

David Bradshaw  King County  2 years

time it leaves their wastewater treatment plants to when it is spread in wheat and
alfalfa fields in Eastern Washington or tree reclamation locations in Western Washington’s
Snoqualmie Forest. King County tracks every ton of Loop from start to finish. Skagit
Transportation is currently in year eight of a tenyear contract. Our primary responsibilities
are managing and maintaining a fleet of more than 30 King County owned dump trucks
and pup trailers, a fullservice maintenance facility located in South Seattle, and
ensuring that all loads are delivered safely and timely to delivery locations state wide.
Each Biosolid load consists of approximately 31.5 tons of material and we deliver nearly
11,000 tons monthly yearround. Along with the Biosolid hauling, we have two Skagit
Transportation owned fifthwheel tractors that support hauling of Wastewater Treatment
Facility BiProduct. The current team supporting this 365 day/year operation consists of
17 Class A CDL Drivers, 5 Diesel Mechanics, 1 Maintenance Facility Person, a
Maintenance Manager, and an Operations Manager.
Thank you King County team! You are all the

!
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Complete the puzzle and submit by
March 15th to be entered to win a
$50.00 gift card!
Submit photos of completed puzzle
to jboffey@skagittrans.com
Last month's winner: Laura White

Monthly Joke:
Why don't koalas count as bears?
They don't have the right koalafications.

